
Leadership Within: Co-Lay Leader, Sharon Proper -Jan L. Talbott 

We are delighted that Sharon is our new Co-Lay Leader. She will be sharing the duties 
with Jon Butler. She is always busy! I’ve glanced outside and I’ve seen her planting and 
weeding the flowers around the church.  During the children and youth Sunday School 
year, I’ve seen her coming in during the week to work on lessons and special projects 
for her class with Mary Kepple and Jenelle Clow.  She loves being with children, espe-
cially her grandchildren.  She just recently had a 
new granddaughter to add to the nest!  

Sharon grew up in Millersburg with three sisters to 
pal around with.  Her Dad was a dentist for forty 
years!  She visits her Mother weekly at Walnut 
Hills in Walnut Creek.  She credits her parents for 
teaching her the value of working hard and help-
ing others. 

Sharon is now retired after teaching sixth grade 
Math and Social Studies for twenty -five years in 
the Danville Local School.   She felt the call to teaching after helping with Vacation Bible 
School one summer, where a retired teacher told her she should be teaching in the class-

room.  With the Lord’s help and her own perseverance she graduated from 
college and began her teaching career. 

Sharon and her husband, Jim were married thirty years before he passed 
away six years ago with liver cancer.  They had three children:   Matt is a 
principal and coach at Danville; Hillary has her own Arbonne business and 
a new baby; Adam is a traveling nurse currently living in Fargo, North Da-
kota.    Sharon loves spending time with her ten grandchildren, her children 
and their spouses.  She especially enjoys watching them grow and mature. 

When not spending time with her family 
you can find her outside enjoying God’s 
handiwork.  She likes to play in the dirt – 

gardening (as I’ve witnessed above) and walking.   

She was drawn to Gay Street United Methodist Church by the people, the mu-
sic and the great sermons.  She stated, “I love worshiping God and Gay Street 
UMC helps me do that.”  Sharon’s favorite scripture is Romans 5:10-11   'For 
since we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we were 
still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his life. So 

now we can rejoice in 
our wonderful new re-
lationship with God-all 
because of what our 
Lord Jesus Christ has 
done for us in making 
us friends of God!'    

Mary Kepple shared,  
“Sharon radiates joy 
a n d  a  d e e p 
faith.  Teaching Sunday School this past year with her 
enabled me to witness both her Biblical knowledge and 
her enthusiasm to share that knowledge with our stu-
dents.  Sharon will make a wonderful lay leader be-
cause when she agrees to a task she carries through with 
dedication and a smile.” 
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